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Disclosures

2 Joint Ventured Heart Hospitals

2 OBL/ASC Cath labs:
• Medfinity Health Plano
• Medfinity Health Euless
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”There are extensive published data on the safety of outpatient PCI 
in a hospital setting, but none available for outpatient PCI safety in 

an ASC setting.”

“The Writing Group found no substantive data regarding the safety 
and efficiency of performing PCI in the ASC setting.” 

expert consensus opinion



OEIS 7TH ANNUAL NATIONAL 
SCIENTIFIC VIRTUAL MEETING

September 25, 2020

PCI w/o onsite surgical back-up:  Class III to IIA

PCI Same Day Discharge : Safe





Financial Benefits

Amin et al.: 
• SDD 672,470 pts, 2006 to 2015: average savings of more than $5000 per PCI.

SCAI Position Statement: 
• The 2020 CMS-approved PCI reimbursement rates for the ASC setting are 

reduced by 30% as compared to the hospital outpatient setting. 

• CMS anticipates $20 million saved in cost, and $5 million saved in copays, if just 
5% of PCIs shift to ASCs.
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“Therefore, SCAI supports CMS’s proposed addition of percutaneous coronary angioplasty 
and coronary stenting to the list of ASC Covered Surgical Procedures for CY2020.”

“We feel that elective, non-emergent percutaneous coronary angioplasty and coronary stenting
procedures have relatively low complication rates and are not expected to pose a significant 
risk to Medicare beneficiary safety and do not typically require inpatient-level care following 
the procedure.”



CMS 1717 FR:

Based on our
review of the clinical characteristics of
the procedures and their similarity to
other procedures that are currently
included on the ASC CPL, we believe
these three coronary intervention
procedures (CPT codes 92920, 92928,
and HCPCS code C9600) and three
associated add-on procedures (CPT code
92921, 92929, and HCPCS code C9601)
can be safely performed in the ASC
setting, for certain Medicare patients
and note that the physician should
determine whether a particular case
would be a good candidate to be
furnished in the ASC setting rather than
the hospital setting based on the clinical
assessment of the patient. 
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SCAI Comment Letter: 
“POTENTIAL PROCEDURES ON WHICH WE REQUEST COMMENT FOR ADDITION TO THE
CY 2020 ASC LIST OF COVERED SURGICAL PROCEDURES, 

SCAI does not presently support the addition of  these more complex PCI procedures to the 
ASC Covered Surgical Procedural list. 

These procedures may be associated with disproportionately higher rates of complications in Medicare
populations and at this stage, they should only be performed with the extra support of the
hospital setting. This may be revisited as experience with PCI in Medicare beneficiaries in the
ASC setting grows.”

SCAI Position Statement: 

“Until safety for lower risk PCI in an ASC can be demonstrated across the country in large 
populations, these and other more complex interventions should be restricted to a hospital 
environment. ”















Unfavorable PCI features (consider patient transfer to 
hospital setting if present)

•Loss of side branch >1 mm in diameter

•Significant no-reflow during the procedure

•NHLBI Type B-F dissection in the target vessel at the end of the procedure

•Intracoronary thrombus that arose during the procedure

•Transient vessel closure during the procedure likely to precipitate significant infarction

•Vascular access complication

•Any cardiac or noncardiac instability during PCI

•At the discretion of the attending physician

•Patient preference to stay overnight
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Transfers

A receiving facility should be located within 60 min travel 
time by ground or air transportation.

Ideally, a written transfer agreement would be in place 
between the ASC and the receiving facility even though this 
formality is not mandated by CMS.





Case Counts 2020
2020 

Cath Lab
2020 
ASC

2020 
Combined

PCI TOTAL Cases 337 1,365 1,702
PCI Medicare Cases 7 1,120 1,127
LHC TOTAL Cases 1,561 3,869 5,430
LHC Medicare Cases 444 3,054 3,498
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NCP 2020 Case Counts – LHC and PCI

Data January 2020 – August 2020
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NCP 2020 PCI Safety Data
Variance 2020 

Cath Lab
2020 

Cath Lab 
Results

2020 
ASC

2020 
ASC 

Results

2020 
Combined

2020 
Combined 

Results

Sentinel Events: 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00%
Transfers: 5 1.48% 14 1.03% 19 1.12%
Complications 5 1.48% 9 0.66% 14 0.82%
Return to Surgery/Lab 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00%
RP Hematoma 0 0.00% 1 0.07% 1 0.06%
MI 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00%
Stroke 0 0.00% 1 0.07% 1 0.06%
Hospital Admit w/in 72 hrs 0 0.00% 0 0.00% 0 0.00%
Other 5 1.48% 7 0.51% 12 0.71%

PCIs in 2020:  Cath Lab - 337; ASC - 1,365

Combined PCIs in 2020: 1,702
Data January 2020 – August 2020
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Quality Assurance

There is no current registry specific to PCI in an ASC

Registry suitable for assessing ASC PCI quality metrics is needed.

Leveraging existing national CV registry : 
• NCDR Cath PCI registry

• OEIS OIS/ASC Peripheral Registry
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BACK UP SLIDES



Disclosure Statement
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Experienced Interventionalists

Board certified

Experienced: >500 PCIs history 

SCAI also cautions against newly trained interventional cardiologists performing 
PCI in the ASC setting.

>50 PCI cases annually
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ACCREDITATION

ASCs can seek accreditation from one of several accrediting 
bodies: 

§ The Accreditation Association for Ambulatory Health Care, Inc (AAAHC), 

§ The Joint Commission  

§ The American Association for Accreditation of Ambulatory Surgery Facilities 
(AAAASF), 

§ Healthcare Facilities Accreditation Program (HFAP).
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Cardiac Procedures have been performed for years in OIS/ASC setting for years 
for commercial payors.

• Coronary angiography and intervention

• Peripheral angiography and intervention

• Pacemaker and defibrillator insertion

• Loop monitors

• Diagnostic right heart catheterization

Medicare has been slow to adopt reimbursement policy to match commercial 
payor ASC policies. 




